HE AGAIN MOVES NORTH.
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stated, it goes to show that the quality of Hannibal's present
forces was very low. Unless he had a great deal of ragged
material under his colors, his column was not apt to march in
straggling order, as Livy says he was doing when attacked by
Hostilius. We know indeed that his veterans had practically
disappeared, and that most of his men had been forced into
the service; but the few words devoted by Livy to the sub-
ject are not convincing.

All this may look like unwillingness to credit Livy, who, in
many respects, is the most valuable of the Roman historians.
But during the past thirty years, we Americans have seen so
many utterly unreliable statements with regard to our civil
war put before the public in good faith by well - equipped
witnesses of the event, that it appears wi.se to distrust the
statements of one of Hannibal's worst enemies, unless we find
them well vouched for by the attendant circumstances. Many
of Livy's facts are contradicted by what he tells us himself
in some other place.

Nero now joined his forces to those brought by Hofttilius,
which made an army of forty thousand foot and twenty-five
hundred horse. HIH headquarters he OHtsibllsIuul at Veimnia,
and his main object was to prevent Hannibal from inarching
north to join the new army, which after weary waiting had
come to his relief. Hannibal found it necessary to retire to
Bruttium* His recent losses were directly traceable to llas-
dnibal*s delay.

In Bruttium, Hannibal reinforced himself with all the gar-
risoBB he could spare, and moved along the jjjroat road from
Rhegium on Gmmtmtum in Lucauia, intending once moro to
reach out towards Hafulrubal, and hoping on the way to cap-
ture Grumentum, which had been one of thimo towiw which
through fear had surrendered to the KonuuiB, lie eainpisd
near the city. He was anxious to avoid the attrition of bat*
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